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Otto II, born to Otto I and Adelaide in the year of victory
(955), after two previous sons had died in infancy; Otto,
the son of Liudolf and Ida ; a third Otto, the son of Conrad
and Liutgarde ; and finally Henry, son of Henry of Bavaria.
So Otto had to revert to the old system in a modified form.
In Suabia he had appointed a local count, Burchard, and the
same thing was done under Bruno's administration in Upper
and Lower Lorraine. It amounted almost to the same in
Bavaria too. Henry was succeeded by his son Henry, who
was to prove as great a source of trouble to the kingdom as
his father, and well-earned his nickname of " the Wrangler."
But in 955 he was only four years old; the government of
the duchy was in the hands of his mother Judith, and as the
daughter of duke Arnulf she could rely on the loyalty of the
local nobles who had been so hostile to her husband. So
the dukes were chosen from the tribe once more, but they were
not, as before, chosen by the tribe. Otto had at any rate
established the fact that their appointment rested with him
and that they were his officials. This was only a limited
success, and did not solve the problem of the duchies. The
office, like that of count, tended soon to become hereditary
(it always was so in Saxony), and the value of the king's right
of appointment was thereby discounted.
The centrifugal tendency had gone far, and some check Check on
on the independence of the local magnates was necessary. du£al .
It has commonly been held that Otto I designed the counts- not
palatine (pfalzgraferi) to act in this capacity. Under Charle- by oounts
magne they were the king's justices ; sometimes they were Palatine
appointed as missi, but essentially they were Court officials.
From the late tenth century onwards they re-appear in
Germany as local officials, one in each of the duchies. One of
them retains something of his former character—the count-
palatine of the Franks. His sphere was not Franconia but
the other Frankish duchy, Lorraine, and his seat was at Aix,
the centre of Court life in Charlemagne's day. Soon he came
to be known as count-palatine of Lorraine, and later as count-
palatine of the Rhine. He was always one of the great
officials of the kingdom, supreme after the king in justice,
and frequently acting as regent during the royal absence in
Italy. East of the Rhine, however—in Bavaria, Saxony,
Suabia, and (later) Carinthia—the counts-palatine were little

